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CHAPTER XXI.—CONTINUED. 


I was thirsty, and I drank; bat the first 
draught, which I took eagerly, I thonght 
would strangle me; for my throat was very 
much swollen; and now, for the first time, I felt 
8 strange sensation outside, where the rope had 
encircled it. I succeeded, however, after seve- 
ral trials, in swallowing about « gill, which re- 
freshed me to a degree far beyond my expecta- 
tone 

“ Ah’ thank God! you are better—!I can see 
it,” cried Walter, jovfully, who had been 
watching my features with the deepest anxiety 

“TI am, my dear friend—I am,”’ returned I, 
seizing his band 
_* There! there! no exertion now!" be con- 
tinued. “Remain perfectly quiet till your 
strength is restored ; and do not attempt to get 
up till I retarn.”” 

« And whither are you going !"’ 
quest of what we both need, food. 
Thank heaven’ | have @ good rifle, and plenty 
of ammunition —so we need not starve.”” 

« Do not be long away, Walter!” 

« A few minutes—only a few minutes, Henry,” 
he replied, and disappeared in the wood 

It was a beautiful spring morning-— all nature 
was decked in her loveliest green—and as I lay 
upon the velvet bank of the little stream, where 
the cloudless sun, just risen above the miotn- 
tain tops, poured down upon me a warm. golden 
flood of light—and listened to the songs of a 
thousand birds, which cleaved the blue ether 
above my head, ttered among the branches 
of the neighboring wood—I suddenly felt my 
sou) bound with a joy as inexplicable as inex- 
pressible. I had had presentiments of evil, fol- 
lowed by troubles dire: was this an omen of 
good, to be succeeded by ultimate happiness ? 
I hoped so—I may say believed so—at least I 
fervently prayed it might be so 

Wonderful creature is man! wonderfully or- 
ganized! wonderfully endowed ' Whence come 














these moments of depression and exultation? 
Are we sometimes given the prophet's inspira 
tion, without the prophet’s power of prophe 





aying? Are our spirits permitted to look into 
the future, and convey the 
or evil to our senses’ Who 





preamon of good | 
pall anewer’ All) 
is mystery We have been, we are, and shall | 
be; but beronod this, how much do we really 
know of ourselves ' 

1 soon heard the report of Walter's rifle ; and 
a few minutes after he appeared, bolding up « 
rabbit which be had shot. This he dr 
broiled on the embers of the last a 
ate a portion of it with some difficulty, owing to | 
my throat being so swollen; but what I did est | 
seemed io strengthen me, and I felt much bet- 












ter afterward j 

In the course of two or three hours, I thought | 
myself able to begin our journey; and we set! 
out accordingly ; bat I was often obliged to stop | 
and rest; so that we did not make much pro-| 
gress t da (har course lay for the most 
part over a rolling prairie ; and we had no diffi-| 





eulty in following the wide, heavy trall of » 
many horses. Game was abundant ; and toward 
night Walter shot a deer wm which we made 
our evening and mor.ing meals. We kindled a 
fire, which was necessary to keep off the wild | 
beasts, and besides, the nights were so cool, 
that this means of protection detracted nothing 











Irom our personal comfort 
Notwithstanding W + had been up moch 





of the previous night, he insisted on standing 





guard, and on my getting as much rest as | 


could, but waking toward morning, and fecling 





almost myself again, I insisted on relieving 





him; and throwing Simself down by the fire, he 


was soon fast asleep, much to my satisiaction 







By sunrise following morning we had 
Team urney ; and at sunset we 
selected our camp sume twenty-five or thirty 





miles from the previous ote ving, in the 
course of the day, swam two streams of consi 


derable note 





On the feeling myself fully re 
covers march th renewed 
real, and it through the day 


About an hour alter setting out, our great 
delight, we came upon the first camp of our 
foes; and s eagerly did we struggle forward 
after this, that our exer 





s were crowned with 
the triumph of arriving at their second camp 
just as the sun was going down This camp 
. 





on the cast bank of the Braros, some three 
or four hundred mil ¢ ite mouth; and on 


reaching it, we knew that our enemies were 





ouly a day's march in advance of us. This dis 
tance we now determined to maintain, by en 
camping cach night where they had encamped 
the night previou 





0 tar the tra ot the bandits had ted duc 
south-west, over an wninhabited traet ef coun- 
try and we began to have apprehensions from 
this, that Warnelid was bending his steps for the 
fre 





ter of Mexico-— perhaps to join the enemies 
of Tevas, and so escape the punishment that 
tm ght overtake him, 


yner of later, if he re 





mained within the jurisdiction of the United 
Dates. This was 
preseed our spirits not « little; but we deter 
tyined tw follow on, let him lead where he would, 
sad trust the rest to Providence. 

The next day we crossed the Brazos; and 
floling the wide trail of the bandits on the other 
nide, pursued it eagerly; and before sunset had 
the satisfaction of again coming upon their last 
night's camp 

Perhaps it may have siruek the reader as 
something @ little marvellous, that we, on foot, 
should be able to advance as far ina day as our 





Oo agreeable surmise, and 





mounted foes; but I trust I need only state the 


fact, that they did not press forw at @ very 





rapid pace for horsemen, and that we began 
each day’s journey at the first streak of de 
light, and toiled on as if our lives were at stake 
The third day from crossing the Brazos, we 
struck a range of mountains known a» the Co 


lorado Hills; and the trail here leading into a 








very wild, gloomy ravine, between high rocks, 
(*hbich we judged to be the bed of a ucla 
torreut, or the channel of some former stream, 
hich had either found another outlet, of whose 
sources had become dry,) we entered it with 


Kreat caution, thinking it not improbable we 
were now close opon one of the strongholds of 
the freebooters 

About half a mile from where we entered the 
trative, we came to a spot where the re 
ceded on the right aud left, with @ precipice in 
trot, over which the rushing stream had once 
probably formed a beautiful cascade, Here we 
found evidences of the party, of whom we were 
in quest, having recently cocamged ; and what 
Was of still more consequence, we every Where 
*aw iudwations of the spot having Leen made a 
Place of resort peradvestare « general ren 
dervous for a large band of treebooters, of 





whom Warncliff’s men might be only « small) 


detachment 
The rocks, 1 have said, here receded on 





either side; but perhaps I may convey to the | alive!”’ exclaimed I, with a shudder; and as it | 


reader a better idea of the general appearance 

of this singular retreat, by saying that it had «| 
cirealar form, resembling a dipper in shape, of 
which the outlet might be termed the handle. | 
On the summit of the rocks, which here rose | 
some fifty feet nearly perpendicalar above our | 
heads, was a thick growth of bushes, overtep- | 
ped by trees of pine, oak, and hemlock, whose | 
branches, extending far over the verge of the 


ghrominess. 
outlet of this basin, on either side, and running 
back to what I may call the cascade precipice, 
was a kind of log and brush fence, forming two 
distinet enclosures, within which the horses were 
kept secure, both from straying aod from wild 
beasts: 


No horses were here now, nor could we see 
living soul. This emboldened as to make fur- 
ther explorations; but we proceeded with the 
greatest caution; and afraid that even a whis- 
per might betray us, we communicated with 
each other only by signs. 

At length we discovered some rade steps, 
partly natural and partly artificial, which led up 
the side of a steep rock ; and these, after some 
serious deliberation, we vgntured to ascend. It 
required no little care to maintain @ foothold 
por could we do so without using our hands 
Some twenty-five or thirty feet above the ground, 
we reached « kind of platform, which extended 
around the angle of a huge rock, whieh shel- 
ved out over our heads, and we could discover 
no means for a higher ascent. On tarning the 
angle, we perceived a chasm in the rock, as if 
it had been rent in twain by some mighty con 
vulsion. This chasm extended back some twen- 
ty feet to another rock, which rose perpendicu- 
larly to a great height, and was just wide | 
gh to permit one person to enter it at a 
time. The fissure, however, did not descend to 
the bottom of the basin, from which we had as- | 
cended, but only about four feet below the plat 
ferm rock on which we stood. To enable one 
to pass down into it easily, some stones, proba- 
bly thrown in from above, were arranged in the | 
form of steps; and this led us to infer that the | 
chasm communicated with « still more secret | 











retreat. At all events, since we had ventured | 
thus far, we determined to know for a certainty 
whether our surmise were correct or not. 

Accordingly we descended into the opening. | 
very cautiously, aad moved forward in the same 
manner. High above wus, on either side, rose 
the granite rocks, solid and stupendous; nor 
could we discover any other opening till near | 
the end of the passage, when we came sudden- | 
ly upon the mouth of a cavern in the rock to 
the right. It yawned upon as with midnight 
biackness, an! so impressed me with something 
terrible, that I felt my hair rise and the blood 
run cold in my veins. 

Was it inhabited?) That it had been, and | 
very recently, I did not doubt —bat was it in- | 
habited now? We listened, but could hear no 
sound,—a'l was dark, and chill, and silent, as 
the chamber of death. 

«* Shall we explore it?’’ I ventured to whisper 
to Walter, who like myself stood gazing apen it 


in awe 





| 
¢ what purpose /'' was his whispered re- | 
ply. “No, no, Walton—we have ventured far | 
enough already—too far perhaps for our sxfety. | 
Let us return; I shall not breathe freely ull 
d 
At this moment « strange, wild, unaccount 
able thri!l pervaded my frame, aod I felt im 
pelled onward, as by the invisible haad of des 
tiny. Whoever has approached the brink of an 
avful precipice, and, while garing shad deringly 
Jown, has f-lt an almost irresistible something | 
urging him to take the fatal leap, and thus 
rashly enter upon the dread Unknown, will} 








my foot is once more in the open w 











understand something of the sensation I now | 
experienced, but cannot deseribe | 
« I] must go forward,” 1 whispered to Walter 
«No! no!” he said, hurriedly let us tarn 
back. This is andoubtedly the rendezvous of 
banditti, of whose formidable existence I never 
before dreamed, and more especially that Warn- | 
cli is one of them ; but we shall gain nothing 
by entering their foul den; and should we be 
discovered, farewell to life! and woe to our 








friends, » rescue we see 


«1 must go forward,” I replied, firmly ; “ and | 





will, though I go alone 
« Nay, then, if you are set npen the ven 





tore,”’ he rejoined, «1 will be your companion, | 
though death be the penalty.’ 

I grasped his hand, pressed it hard, and with 
syllable, immediately began 


ut uttering ano 
to feel my way into the awful darkness The 





| 
| 
under foot, and keeping bold upon the rocks | 


| 


passage I now entered was smooth and leve 


on one side, I groped my way forward 






two hundred feet, as near as | could judg 
then bidding Walter, who was close behind me 
and jook with all his eyes, I dic 
charged a pistol 

For an instant the flash lit up the gloom 
around us; aed we had bare! 
hat we * 
again dark ; but not still; for the report echoed | 


time to pereeiy 


4 in a large cavern, when all was 





and re-echoed, aad went rolling away, away, 


away, till it seemed to fairly die out in the dis | 


stended far, far in th 





tance. By this we knew that the cave was | 
great dimensions, } 
bowels of the earth | 
«We must have a light.” said 1; «and I) 
doubt not the materials are here for keeping it 
turning, if we can only see to find them 


With this | poured some powder into the pan | 


f the pistolwhieh was one I had rece wed | 


from Walter—eud by flashing the powder, ig 
nited some raw cotton which we carried for} 
wadding. This dame | continued to feed, while 
Walter made « hurried search for some more 
durable combastible. Fortune favored us; and 
presently he came running to me with a halt. 
burnt torch, which be bad found on the ground 





lighted th we renewed our explore 





tion in a more satisfactory manner 

By the gloomy light of the torch we could see | 
the rocky ceiling of the cave far above our) 
heads, and the recky wall nearest us, but in 
every other direction 4 pall of rayless darkness 
shut in the vision—~<lenoting the cavern, as the 
choes of our pistol had in fact proved it to be, 
of vast extent and magnitede. Moving away 
from the wall toward the centre of this subter 
ranean eatly to our surprise 
stumbled upe around which lay tools 
of various kinds, and, scattered carelessly 
about, a few pieces of bogus coin of the Mexi 








can stamp. 

4 Couvterfeiters, as well as robbers and mur 
thee is the second foun. 
sue | have discovered in 











derers!"’ exclaimed | 





tain-bead of spurious i 


Texas 
«Fist! bark!’ @aid Walter, grasping my } 
arm, and speaking in a whisper. “I heard * 


noise ; | fear we are discovered.’ 
I listoned with suppressed breath aud a beet | 
ing heart, Presently | heard a stifled gr } 
My bleod ran cold 
* There it is age 
out with the light 
* Hush! listen 
Again | heard the woan. My hair stood on! 
end 
Perhaps it is some buman being in dis 





ad 
sald Walter. “Quick! 


’ returned | 


tress!" | whispered 
Again I heard the moan, and felt my conjec- | 
ture strengthened 


‘This way,” seid 1—« follow me ;” and 1} 


set forward in the direction whence the sound 
proceeded 

After advancing about fifty feet, we came toe 
projecting wall 
vern. Here we paused and breathlessly listen 
ed. Preseutly we heard the sound again low 
and stifled—bat evidently near us. | hast ned 


whick partially divided the ca | 


to examine the rocks; and soon discovered 
what appeared to be a small cavity closed up | 
with movable stones 

Perhaps some human being is here buried 





|w 


in answer to my suggestion, we distinctly heard 
the moan come up from the stones. 

« Good Heaven ! it is so!” eried Walter 

To tear away these stones was the work of a 
moment. A small cavity was s disclosed, 
within which, half-doubied to er, lay a ho- 
man being. 

Instantly I held the torch to his face. 

Almighty Providence! The ruddy light 


| flashed upon the pale features of Morton Harley, 
od. 


gagred and bou 


CHAPTER XXII 


AN OLD for IN THE FIELD 


I was so astonished, so taken by surprise, and 


' withal experienced such an overwhelming rus! 


of joy, that for some moments I stood speech 
less and motionless, gazing upon my friend 
and almost doubting the reality of what | saw. 
Then handing the torch to Walter, I gently 


| drew Harley from his sepulchre, cut the cords 


that bound him, and removed the gag from his 
mouth. He looked up in my face while I was 
doing this, aod never, never shal! I forget the 
expression of unspeakable joy and gratitude 
which lighted his pale features. He essayed to 


speak; but the transition from death to life | 


from life to liberty, had been too sudden, too 
unexpected, for his now weak nerves to sustair 
the almost heart-buarsting emotions, and he 
fainted. 

Both Walter and I were now alarmed lest this 


“counterfeit presentment’ should prove to be | 


death itself, and we eagerly set to work, chafir 
his limbs, blowing our breath into his lungs, 
and rolling him from side to side, for we Knew 
not what better to do. 

At length Walter exclaimed : 

« He lives! be lives!" and almost at the same 
instant Harley drew a long, gasping breath, and 
opened his eyes 

As before, be fixed them npon me; and then 
feebly raised his handa, as if for an embrace. | 








bent quickly down, and he clasped them around | 


my neck ; and both of us barst into tears—the 


| only vent we could find for our over-charged 


feelings. Harley was the first to speak; but 


| his volee wes feeble, and trembled with the 


deepest emotion. 

« Harry,”’ he said, “ this is not the work of 
chance—God has done it.” 

«Yes, my frend,’ I replied, with a fresh 
burst of feeling, “ God ha@done it;"’ ead 
silently, from our hearts, th@ and there, locked 
im each other's arms, ascended fervent thanks 
givings to the Throne of Grace. 

It was some time ere we could subdae our 
emotions so as to hold any conversation; but as 
we began to grow more calm, I said 

«+ My dear friend, pray tell me how it is I find 
you here? for though Warnclif® doomed me to 
wful death, I did not dream he would carry 
his ferocity so far as to bary you alive, though 
you were my friend.’ 

* This was not the work of Warnelitl, Harry.’’ 

© Ha! whose then ?"’ demanded I, quickly 

“The work of one who has good reason to 
hate us both.” 

* Well! well! say on!” 

* Count D’ Estang.”’ 

* Good heavens '" cried I, in astonishment ; 








« you do not mean to say that you have been in 
the power of that man, Morton? 
+“ It is too true: he is the Captain-Ceneral of 
banditti, which numbers I know not how 
many, and of which Warncliff is merely a subor 





You astonish me, Morton!’ cried 1; + not 


in saying that D’Estang isa bandit chief—tor that 





we knew before; but with the fact that his| 
| headquarters are now here—that you should so | 


singularly have been thrown into bis power — 
aud that Warncliif belongs to the same band of 


desperadoes which assailed us once before 


ut go on—tell us your story. Yet stay! per. 





haps we are not safe here '"’ 

«1 think we are for the sent, Harry 
though it will not be prudent for uste delay 
departare too long 





«But where are the freebooters now ’’’ in- 
quired Walter. 

From some conversation I overbeard be- 
tween D'Estang aod Warneliff, I think they 
have set off 
cans,” repl ed Harley 

“ Ah! we feared so,’ said I, wiia @ sigh, as 
my thoughts reverted to poor Clara. 

* And yet I think we have no reason to re- 
gret their hasty departure, be it for what desti 


nation it may,” rejoined Harley 





* lor even in 
this I see the mysterious working of Providence 
for our good.”’ 

* How ao?” 
« Why, had they remained here, in al! proba 
a would have fallen into their clutches 
and I, to say the least, might have expired under 
the horrible doom from which you have rescued 


nan expedition to join the Mexi- | 


| Asa companion pictore to the Birth-place of 
| the new President, we give an engraving of the 
ofSce on which (according to the Illustrated 
News) he first hung out his shingle as an At- 
| torney-at-Law. We would also give his preseut 


residence at Concord, but unfortunately he has 





pened, to rour knowledge, since we were part 
ed by our foes ?’* 
* Trae! true! 1 was about to tell you; you 
are right. Well, I wiil tell you now: and then 
| we must hasten our departure; for I do not 
| think it prudent nor safe to remain here longer 
than is necessary. The blood begins to clreulate 
n my late corded limbs; and in a short time |! 
trust to be able to leave this cavern of death 
forever. 

«It is not necessary, 1 suppose, to deseribe 

ur journey hither,”’” pursued Harley; « and 
therefore I will commence by saying, that we 
arrived bere im the afternoon of yesterday—the 
Colonel aad I both bound, as when we separated 
from roa. 

* But, Clara '’’ exclaimed I ; « first tell me of 
Clara! was she not with you f’”” 

« Yes, she travelled with us, closely guard 
ed; but peither her father nor myself were al- 
lowed to speak to her, nor she to us 

“Bit she was not bound, Morton? do not 
teli me that Warncliff carried his roffianism 
that far?’’ 

«She was not bound in the day-time, replied 
Harley ; «but I think some restraint was pot 
upon ber limbs at night 

« And how was she treated ?’” 

«1 saw no violence offered to ber on the jour- 





ney; nor were the Colone! and I maltreated, 
otherwise than in being kept bound and closc 
prisoners.”’ 

* Well, proceed !”’ 

« When we arrived here, we were met by an- 
other strong party of brigands; who, from the 
manner in whieh they greeted Warne! iff and his 
men, led me to infer that we were expected 
We were conducted to the foot of the rocks be 
low here, and were then raised to the platform 





above by means of ropes. We were thence es- 
corted into the cavera; where, to my surprise 
} and dismay, | found myself confronted with 
stang. He bowed with mock poli 





chess, 
and smiled; bat such a smile’ | shudder now 
at the remembran of it. for concentrated 


hate and devilish malignity, Satan himself might 








«So, Mr. Harley,” he said, « we meet again 
| Tam glad to see you.’ 

«1 do not doubt it,’ was my reply; nor did 
I: he evudently was glad to see me but uch 
to m ret, I was not in a cond. 
the compliment 


jon to return 





| **Yes,’ be pursued, ‘when we last saw cach 
| other, I think you had a little the advantage of 
me—now the tables are turned.’ 

“lf vou use vour advantage as moderately 
as | did mine, I will not complain,’ said | 


«sLet me see!’ he replied ; ‘you were very 
moderate, I think. You and your companion 


entered my promises like a « 





| and besides making me a pri 





| dwelling, locking me up in a dung 





away my intended brite, and her reputed fa 





It it even so,’” sail I, thoughtiul God | ther, on my own horses, Very moderate you 
rks for the best and instead of repining, We | were, indeed 
should vather be thankful that matters are no (ur own safety compelled us to do so,’ I 
wore than they are; though not to complain— | replied; «but so soon as we had escaped, we 
not to wish things otherwise, be our cir left your horses where you could get them, and 
stances wh ey may, good or bad—would be ave you released from confinement 





reelves exceptions to the heman 





‘nerally. But pray go on with your story, 
Morton '’ 

* Rather let me hear yours first,’’ he replied 
nd how I find you and Walter so myste 
riously standing together here, when you at 
least I believed to be beyond the pale of mo 








tality 

There is little of mystery in my case, though 
much of Providence,” 1 answered ; and I pro 
ceeded to narrate the striking events with which 
I had been connected since our separation ; bow 
I had been executed, cut down by Walter, and 
restored to life; how we had followed the trail 
day after day; and finally, how we 
ed to find this secret cavern, to 








gether with the unaccountable impulse which 
had impelled me, even against reason, to enter 
it, and so save the life of my dearest fread 

+ Wonderful! wonderful’ —P ate! Fate!—Provi 
lence! Providence !--God! God'’’ were the se 
vera! ejaculations of Harley, as 1 concluded my 
narratiot «Oh, man! man!’’ he apostro. 
phised—** One of God's most wonderful ma 
chines! when will Knowledge, emanating from 
the Supreme Fount, enable thee to understand 
thyself? Do you remember, Harry,’’ he con- 
tinued, ** the strange presentiments we both had 





of the near approach of Death’ Ab! we truly | 


heard the rattling of his bony tread; we beve 
since seen him face to face; and yet we stand 
on morta! ground, in mortal form, to tell it. 
Vo and he relapsed 
into a fit of abstraction, something similar to 
those exhibited in our early acquaintance, as 


jerful! most wonderful !* 





described in “Viola 
1 addremed him several times without getting 
an answer, and in fact without his comprebead 
ing @ word I said; and it was pot tll I had 
shaken bim somewhat severely, that he seemed 
recalled to himseli. At length he looked up 
and around, with a start of surprise, and said 
hurriedly 
Where am I? where am I?’ And thea, 
without giving me time to reply, as burriedty 
proceeded: “Ah! | seo—l understand—my 





| mind hae been wandering again—the old dis. 
| ease. I thought myself rid of it. God send I 


may oever lose my reason '—that a mental night 
of utter darkness may never settle upon my 
senses?” and as he spoke, a visible shudder | 
passed over his frame 

+ Do not be alarmed, Harry!’ he continued, | 
noticing the expreasion of anxiety which had 
fixed itself pon my features. “Do pot be! 
alarmed! I feel better now. My bead did feel 
strange!y——but the awful sensation is pasaing | 
away. Ah! let me see! | was telling you some 
thing of myself, was I wot?’ 

+ You were about to tell us of what bas hap 





| think I ought now to thank you on my knees 
But if I remember rightly, 


| for your generosity 
| you bore off the girl Viola! 


| 
} 1 believe you did; and I suppose you 
J we And made her my wife,’ said | 

“+ Ab! vyes—made her your wife—for which 
} you doubtless think I should be very graterul 
if the girl were here, so that I could 





| als 
retura your generosity in kind, | think | could 
easily prevail upon myself to do it, but as she 
is abeent, | shall be under the necessity of pay 
ing my debt of gratitude to you in some other 
way—not forgetting the interest, which, having 
been some months accumulating, must of course 
be added to the principal. Let me see! you 
locked me in a dungeon, and carried away my) 
intended bride, making her your own, and get 
| ting a fortune for your trouble. I cannot do the 
same by you, for a sufficient reason; but so far 
} 





as | can do, 1 will do. You locked me in a dun- 

gron, and afterwards gave directions to have me 

liberated. Now 1 will place you in e dungeon, 

and give no such directions for your release 
| And as | think there is still a balance in your 
| favor, I will endeavor to make up the deficiency 
by allowing you to remain there for life 

«| shuddered at the thought—I could not 
help it 

«+ Theres-no thanks!’ he pursued, mocking- 
| ly, with another fend-like smile. ‘1 mast be 
| permitted to equal you in generosity—it is my 
| nature. Ide not liketo owe debts of this kind, 
| expecially when it is in my power to pay them. 

And, by-the-by,’ be continued, «i will add to 

my kindness in this way. Lest in trying to get 
| out you should bruise yourself against the un 

feeling stones, I will confine your limbs by 
cords; and for fear you might injare your lungs 
and voice by trying them too much, | will have 
a gag put in your mouth; and that the presence 
of others may not be an aggravation to you, 
thus deprived of the power of speech, all shall 
be removed ; and in perfect solitude and sileace, 
| wou shall walt the coming of death to take you 
heavenward. You see, therefore, | am disposed 
| to be careful of you, and you ought to be 
grateful.’ 

«As be concluded, the bandits, who had | 
gathered around to listen to my sentence, set up 
a shout of horrid laughter that made my blood 
run cold. Despair now seized upon my heart, 
and I felt as & I should sink to the earth. I 
thought of Viola, and my agony was complete 
aad, in spite of myself, | believe | uttered a 





am. 

« D’Estang calmly enjoyed his triumph for « 
few moments; and then turning to Colonel } 
Moreland, addressed him in a sterner tone thas | 
be had used toward me-— though, being devoid | 
of irony, it sounded not half so feudish. 


| Onur Picture Gallery. 
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PIERCE’ FIRST LAW OFFICE. 


none, being “only @ boarder.”’ Gen. Pierce, | when he gets to Washington, will keep & pretty 
if we are rightly informed, is not a man very ' tight hold upon the key of the money chest 
well off as to «dollars and dimes”’—and some for, according to the best of our information, 
say the reasons for his comparative poverty, are there never was a more general attempt to steal 
very much to his credit. As to the facts of the and swindle the contents from Unele Sam’s ple- 
case, we know nothing. We trust the General, thoric treasury than at the present mome nt. 





«« Yon, sir'’ he aaa deserve something at hat you could easily have handed me over 
but I shall waive my right to punish to the law, yet had you tried it, and remained 
to see it accomplished, you and your friend 
lard Warnelif, your future son-in-law would have awakened some fine morning and 
«« He shall never bear that relation to me, by found your delicate throats cut from ear to ear. 
my consent, the villain!’ exelaimed the Colonel, And better for you both, perhaps, had it been 
indignantly so; for he would thus have been spared the bal- 
+ Warnelit!, who was standing near, on hear- ter, and you a less pleasing death than bis. The 
ing these words, sprang fiercely toward the fact is, your time had not then come; for you 
Colove!, and raised his hand with the intention almost miraculously escaped me on your return 
of striking bim—but was arrested by the voice to Galveston; but the case is different now ; 
of his chief your time 4as come, and your friend is already 
“«*«Hold'’ cried D’Estang: ‘when I sit in dead. Thus do | always, sooner or later, tri- 
judgment, I allow no sabordinate to imterfere. umph over my foes, and all meddling knaves.’ 
Retire, sir, bevond hearing Aod as Warr + With this he turned away, and spoke apart 
cliff, obedient to his command, withdrew from with a couple of his followers; who then sdvan- 


my hands 


you, and leave you wholly in the hands of Wil 





by discovering a large chest; which, on being 
opened, displayed a small armory, consisting of 
pist< cutlasses, knives, poniards, some three 
or four short rifles, a dozen canisters of powder, 
as many pounds of balls, and at least fifty weight 
of bogus coin. The joy of a miser on finding a 
bag of gold, could not excced what we expe 
rienced on making this discovery; and we has- 
tevned to arm ourselves to our complete satisfac 
tioo—Harley observing | 
« As their villainous designs on us have so 
far been defeated through the very monstrosities | 
they planned against us, #0 may we, with bana, 
ald, yet live to punish the vile authors with 
their own weapons.” } 
We did not explore the cavern; for now we | 
felt there was more important work before us; } 
and seeking the light of day, we extinguished | 
our torch, descended the rocks and the ravine | 
in safety, and then set off on the trail of our | 
foes; our hearts filled with prayers of thanks 
giving for our unexpected union, and our won- 
derful deliverance from the awful perils which | 
had threatened us with death in its most terrible 
form (To BE CONTINUED.) 


Pictures of Life. 


THE POOR RELATION'S STORY 


FROM CHRISTMAS #8 
BY CHARLES DICK 

He was very reluctant te take precedence of 
so many respected members of the family, by 
beginning the round of stories they were to re- 
late as they sat in a goodly circle by the Christ- 
mas fire; and he modestly suggested that it 
would be more correct if ‘« John, our esteemed 
host,’’ (whose health he begged to drink) would 
have the kindness to begin. For as to bimself, 
he said, he was so little used to lead the way, 
that really— But as they all cried out here, 























me beyond the feeling of the moment, i we] 
were wholly separated. | 

When I die in the Clapham Road, I shall not 
leave much more in this world than I shall take 
out of it; bat, I happem to have a miniatare of 
« bright-faced boy, with a curling-head, and am 
open shirt-frili waving down his bosom (my mo- 
ther had it takes for me, but I can’t believe thet 
it was ever like), which will be worth nothing 
to sell, and which I shall beg may be gives to 
Frank. 1 have written my dear boy a little let- 
ter with it, in which I have told him that I felt 
very sorry to part from him, theagh bound to 
confess that I knew no reason why I should re 
main bere. I have given him some short ad- 
vice, the best in my power, to take warning of 
the consequences of being nobody's enemy but 
his own; and I ¢ endoarored to comfort him 
for what I fear he will consider a bereavement, 
by pointing ont to him that | was only a super 
fluous something to every one bet him, and that 
having by some means failed to find « place in 
this great assembly, I am better out of it. 

Such (said the poor relation, clearing his 
throat and beginning to speak a little louder) is 
the general impression about me. Now, itis a 
remarkable circumstance which forms the aim 





| and purpose of my story, that this is al! wromy. 


This is not my life, and these are not my habits. 
I do not even live in the Clapham Road. Com- 
paratively speaking, | am very seldom there. I 
reside, mostly, in a—I am almost ashamed to 
say the word, it soands so ful! of pretension—in 
a Castile. I do not mean that it is an olf baro- 
nial habitation, but still it is a building always 
known to every one by the name of a Castle. 
In it, I preserve the particulars of my history ; 
they run thus 

it was when I frst took John Spatter (who 
had been my clerk’) juto partnership, and w 
1 was still & young man of not more than five. 
anl-twenty, residing in the house of my Uncle 
Chill, from whom I had considerable expecta. 
tions, that I ventured to propose to Christians. 
Thad loved Christiana a longtime. She was 
very beautiful, and very winning in ai! respects. 
I rather mistrusted her widowed mother, who | 








that he must begin, and agreed with one voice 
he left off rubbing his hands, and took his legs 


I have no doubt (said the poor relation) that 
I shall surprise the assembled members of our 
family, and particularly John our esteemed host 
to whom we are so much indebted for the great 
hospitality with which he has this day entertain- 
| us, by the confession I am going to make. 
But, if you do me the honor to be surprised ai 
any thing that falls from a person so unimport- 
ant in the family as | am, ! cam only say that I 
shall be scrupulously accurate in all I relate. 

I am not what I am supposed to be. 1 am 
quite another thing. Perhaps before I go fur- 
ther, I had better glance at what I om supposed 
to be. 









the group, with a crest-fallen countewance, the ced to me, and led me to the spot where we 
other proceeded: * As to your consent, Colonel now ere. Here they proceeded to throw me on 
Moreland, I suppose it will make little differcnce wy back, gag me, bind my legs, and tighten the 
with the parties concerned, whether it is ob- cords around my arms. This done, they thrust 
tained or not; but it may be that you will be me into the hole where you fownd me, and clo. 
giad to give it, amd « fortame with it: you un- sed up the entrance with stones. 
derstand me /’ «1 will not pretend to describe my feelings, 
“«I think [do understand you, so far as an when I thus foond myself gagged, and bound, 
honest, upright man may understand a villainous | and buried alive, and left there to starve 
the Something you may imagine, and that some 
these words D’Estang turned pale with thing is enough--for horrors should net be 
anger, aod his eves fairly glowed like coals of dwelt upon. 
fire. Instantly drawing « pistol, he presented it * After | had been sbut in there, I heard the 
to the Colonel's head, and I expected to see his sounds of boisterous mirth, which continued 
brains scattered where be stood. Buthe changed several hours, and while this was going on, 





robber and assassin 











his desiga, and returned the pistol to its place, 
saying, as he did so = 

«No! I have promised Warneliff that [ C4¥¢ a8 being close at hand, and still beyond 
would not harm you—tnat he alone shali dec.de interruption 
your fate—an‘ I will keep my word; but poliey, ®& word, or a short sentence, of their converss- 
if not a fear of the consequences, should dictate on; but what I did bear, led me to believe 
to you less aggravating replies. But you have they were discussing the plan of an expedition 
frontier of Mexico ; there to open a kind of 








had some cause for intemperance in language; 
and I can overio that in one of your ) ears f ostensibly against the Ame 
which I could not in one ye } to g ve an air of lawfulness to their pro- 
Let me see! I believe I did once lay vou ander dings—-but with the real design of plunder 
contribution to the extent of a span of fine ing any and every body that might fall into 
horses, whic 











their haods."* 

* This would at least be in keeping with the 
ur future :0n-in-law.’ rest of their proceedings,’’ said I 
plonel; « then I did not * Well this, as I said, I think is their futen 
? and Willard Warnclitt tion ; and therefore I do not feel very apprehen- 
i—a youth whom I loved | sive of a sudden return hither. But stit! we had 
and took as it were to my bhosom—waseventhen better uot venture delay on that account—for 

? was even then robbing his benefactor ? | there is no know ing what may happen 

' 1 never suspected him before,|  ‘ But to conclude my story. 
iid un, but I am now prepared to Bas At last all became quiet, and so remained 
believe either of you capable of any meanness, | fr two or three hours, when I heard sounds of 
n for departure. These lasted per 
an hour; and then all gradually died away, 

«“* And we are now prepared to let you be- | 824 & deep, unbroken stillness prevailed 

“Ob! the awful, soul-sickening desolation 

‘and, for the present, to say what you please. | Which followed! Hur language could not 
But let me tell you, by the way, that had you | “eseribe it; and Heaven forefend that you ever 
feel it as I feit it! Death stared me in the face 
at one time—and had your daughter, wher and such a death! Death by starvation 
attianced to Warncliff, been less romantically | *!°8*, in the solitude of etern 
in the darkness of eternal night '—buried alive 


now th 





t we are on the subje 
I may as well inform you were procured for me 
through the aid of 

















of any crime, from picking a pocket up to high- | PreP 
way murder b 





lieve what you like,’ returned D’ Estang, co 





suspected less in one place, and more in another: 





| silence —alone, 





foolish, kept to her word, and not fallen in love 
i even ran away with him, | ¥eyond buman eid!—buried alive beyond 


with a stranger, and 
through one of your wrt sighted blunders the voices of nature I would have given 






you would not b your present predicament, | * rids, had they been mine, to hear once more 


and be obliged to bea ese disagreca tre the sound of a human voice— the roar ef waters 


But no! « designing strar 








r was velcomed the sighing of the breeze—or even the chirp 








into your family, and allowed to take high | of 4 cricket,—any th » to break that awful, 
place in your regard; and being an upstart | death-like, desolating silence! Oh! my God 
braggart, he must, as a natural consequence, | my God! may I never forget to thank Thee, 
begin his acquaintance by boasting of his | daily, on my knees, for this deliverance! 


wonderful exploits; and among the rest, his I scarcely need tel! you that the first sounds 
triumph over me; and then for the first time Theard, after the departure of the briga 
occurred to you that you might as well have | were your voice and the discharge of your 5 
a hand in the dish—more esp cially as you | tel. The words I did not hear—the voice I did 
thought there might be something gained, | mot ree ognize; bat it was at least human; it 
He told vou I was a | proceeded from mortal lips; some living being 
counterfeiter; and believing his story, you in | of my kind was near me; and oh! you know 
return told bim that you suspected me of being | not, my frieods—you never can know—what | 
a thief; and so between you it was agreed that | felt in that moment! I had po right to hope 
you should write to the Sherif of Brazoria | for release; and yet, somehow, I felt that God 
unty and have me arrested. | had not deserted we ; and « thrill of inexpr 
«* Well, you did write; but your letter was | ble joy went through my frame. I could 1 
intercepted, and your pian foiled, Luckily there | speak—but I could moan—and by this means 
was a faithful spy in your confidence; and | you were drawn to me. When 1 found that I 
ough him I was informed of your kind inten- | was about to obtain my liberty, I thought | 
in time to thwart them. Lest you might | should go mad with joy; and when, by th 
succeed eventually, | thought it better to change | light of the toreh, Harry, I beheld your face, 
my quarters, Not that I feared the Sherif and | whom 1 believed dead, methougbt I had gone 
all the men he might raise, mark you!—for | | wad, traly, and that this was one of the visions 
had, and still have,» hundred dare-devils at my | of a disordered brain.” 

command ; but some of these were away at the During Harley's recital of his singular ad 
time ; aad I thought it advisable to remove out | ventures, Walter sat and watched him ip silence 
of the county, and avoid any open rupture with | but though he opened vot his lips, the workings 
the officers of the law-—by whieh, though | | of his countenance plainly showed the emotions 
wight lose nothing, | certainly could gain no. 
thing 





without any loss or risk 















than once, while Harley was speaking 


exelted by the thrillinB narration; and more | ®¢ found out that | would have made bee ao 
| 


| It is supposed, unless I mistake—the assem- 
| bled members of our family will correct me if 1 
| do, which is very likely (here the poor relation 
looked mildly about him for contradiction 
that | am nobody's enemy but my own. That 
I never met with any particular success in any 
thing. That I failed in business because 1 was 
| wnb like and dul in not being 
| prepared for the interested designs of my part- 
| ner. That | failed in love, because I was ndica- 
lously trustful—in thinking it impossible that 
| Christians could deceive me. That I failed in 
my expectations trom my Uncle Chill, on ac- 
count of not being as sharp as he could have 














| in @ genera That I am at present a bache 


terly allowance, to which I see that John our 





that he might, eould, would, and should begin, | feared was of a plotting and mercenary turn of 


mind; buat, I thought as well of her as I could, 





one bat Christiana, and she had been all the 
world, and oh, far more than all the world, to 
me, from our childhood ' 

Christiana accepted me, with her mother’s 
consent, and I was rendered very happy, in- 
deed. My life at my Uncle Chill’s was of 
spare, dull kind, and my garret chamber was as 
dull, and bare, and cold, as an upper prison- 
room in some stern northern fortress. But, ba- 
ving Christiana’s love, I wanted nothing upon 
earth. I would not have changed my lot with 
any haman being. 

Avarice was, unhappily, my Uncle Chill’s 
master-vice. Though he was rich, he pinched, 
and scraped, and clutched, and lived miserably. 
As Christiana had no fortune, I was for some 
time a little fearful of confessing our engage- 
ment to him; bot at length I wrote him a let- 
ter, saying how it all truly was. I pat it inte 
his hand one night on guing to bed. 

As! came down stairs next morning, shiver- 
ing in the cold December air; colder in my un. 
cle’s unwarmed house than in the street, where 
the winter sun did sometimes shine, and which 
was at all events enlivened by cheerful faces 
| and voices passing along; I carried « heavy 

heart toward the long, low breakfast-room in 
| whieh my wnele sat. It wasa large room with 


out from under his arm-chair, and did begin. for Christiona’s sake. 1 never had loved say 











D’Estang aud Warneliff held a consultation near | Wished in worldly matters. That, through life, | * quell Gre, and theve was © great hay window | 
probably having selected this part of the | | have been rather put upon and disappointed, poder which the rain had marked in the night as 


if with the tears of houseless people. 1 stared 


I could only now and then catch | of of between fifty-nine and sixty years of age, | upon a raw yard, with « cracked stone pave 
. living on » limited income in the form of a quar | ment, and some rusted iron railings half up 


rooted, whence an ugly out-building that had 


| esteemed host wishes me to make no further al- | once been a dissecting-room (in the time of the 
| lusion | great surgeon who had mo-tgaged the house to 


| The supposition as to my present pursuits and 
| habits is to the following eflect | 
I live in a lodging in the Clapham Koad—a 


my uncle), stared at it 
We rose so eatly always, that at that time of 
the year we breakfasted by candle-light. When 


very clean back room, in a very respectable | I went into the room, my uncle was se contract- 


| 
| house —where I am expected not to be at home 


ed by the cold, and so huddled together in his | 


| in the day-time, unless poorly; and which I | chaw behind the one dim candle, that I did not 
usually leave in the morning at nine o'clock, on | %* him until | was close to the table. 


pretence of going to business. I take my break 





As I beld out my hand to him, he caught up 


| fast—my roll and batter, and my half-pint of | bis stick (being infirm, he always walked about 


coffee—at the old established coffee-shop ucar | 


ity—I don’t know why—and sit in Garraway's 
Coffee House, and on "Change, and walk sbout, 
and look into a few offices and connting-houses 
where some of my relations or acynaintances are | 
80 good as to tolerate me, and where I stand by | 
the fire if the weather happens to be cold. 1/| 





and theo I dine: at a cost, on the average, of 
one and threepence. Having stil! a little money 

to spen! on my evening's entertainment, I look 

into the old established coffee-house as I go | 
home, and take my cap of tea, and perhaps my | 
bit of toast. So, as the large hand of the clock | 
makes its way round to the morning hour agair, | 
I mak 
again, and go to bed when | get to my lodging 
| fire being expensive, and being objected to 
| by the tamily on aecount of its giving trouble 
and making a dirt 





Sometimes, one of my relations or acquaint 
ances is so obliging as to ask me to dinner 
Those are holiday occasions, and then I gene- 
rally walk in the Park 
and seldom walk 


I am a solitary man, | 
with any body. Not that 1| 
am avoided because | am shabby ; for | am not 
at all shabby, baving always a very good suit of 
black on (or rather Oxford mixture, which has! 
the appearance of black and wears much bet-| 
ter); but I have got inte « habit of speaking 
low, and being rather silent, and my spirits are | 
not high, and I am sensible that | am not an at | 
| 
| 














tractive companion 
The only exception to this general rule is the 
child of my first cousin, little Frank. I bave a 
| particular affection fir that child, and he takes 
very Kindly to me. He isa diffident boy by oa 
} ture; and in a crowd be is soon run over, as I 
may say, and fo: | 
get on excee 


otten. He and I, however, 

giy well, I have « fancy that 
the poor child will in time succeed to my pecu 
| bar position im the tamily We talk but little 
| still we understand each other, We walk about, | 
hand im hand; and without much speaking he 

| knows what | mean, and I know what he mean 

| When he was very little indeed, I used to ta 
him to the windows of the toy shops, and sh< 
him the toys inside, It is surprising how soc 











' 





many presents if | had been in clroumstances to | 


«1 therefore sold my splendid mansion and | father, Warncliff, and D Estang, he clutebed | do it | 


Grounds at « pecuniary sacrifice; and here you | his rifle with an iron grip, and half started to 
find me—as saiciy, though less elegantly quar- | his feet, as if he fancied his foe 
tered. Asi have thus lost much by you—after j Standing within the reach of bi 
deducting the price 
derstand you arc 


were even pow 





vengeance. He! 
t the horses——and asl un-| grew calmer toward the last 
wealthy, 1 have no doabrt 


and when my 
friend ceased speaking, he sa 





Colenel Moreland, if ,ou ever return to UF | to @ mental questions 
friends, you will first be under the neovssity of 


| * Yes, they have undoubtedly set off for the 
making my loss g¢ 


besides doing something | frontier ot Mexico, and we must follow them. | 





handsome for your worthy son-in-law. But as | One thing is evident from the words of D’Estang, | ™entioned to him that there are great riches | “'** '8 your presence 





all these arrang: © must be between ) ou and 


Warnelit® and as | have now given you an idea 





4 this takes « weight from my mind—they do 
t tend amediate personal viokmce to my | 





of what is expected, aad for what reasou—it is 








Unnecessary to prolong this interview. You ma } peley govern his speech, we shall yet triumph 
therefore retire, and refivet on what you have | intheirrescue. How narrowly have we all ex aped 
just heard.’ death! how wonderfully have we been brought | 

* The Colonel now moved away,” continued | together! how singularly all their des gns| 
Harley, “without making any reply-—doulsiess aga ust Us persomally bave been frustrated! and | 
thinking it politic not to bandy words in bis ex- j surely the same wise Providence that hath 
cited state of mind 

* Aud where was Clare all this time?’ | in- j desert us now.’ 


quired. | “No!” eried I, feeling "my heart bound va 
She had previously been conducted to adis- | der the exhilarating emotion of newly awakened | 
| y 
tant part of the cave, where she could not over j hope: “No! Heaven ie with us, and we must 
hear the couversation. I did not see her after 





wards. Well, on the withdrawal of the Colonel,”’ | 4 place for us; let us begone.”’ 

pursued my trend, « D’Eeteng terved again to | “1 am unarmed,” said Harley 

we, aad said ; 
**You see, young man, that I bave pretty 

extensive angements; and though you were | Waiter 

foolish enough at ove time to flatter yourself We did search |* 


good idea—let us search,” replied 








were presentiy rewarded 


Little Frank and [ go and look at the outside | 
f the Monument— he is very fond of the Mom 
ment—aend at the Bridges, and at ali the hts | 





| that are free. On two of my birth-dava, we 
as if in answer | have dined on a-ls-mode beef, and gone at half. | °Ut the candice; and the coll, slate-colored, mai | 
| price to the play, aud bees deeply interested. 1 | "ble day looked in upoe us 

| 


was once walking with him in Lombard Street, 
which we often vimt om sccount of my having 


there—he is very toed of Lombard Street— | 


the house with a stick), and made a blow at me, 


Westminster Bridge; and then I go into the | and ssid, 
‘ 


** You fool '"" 
"TL returned, «1 didn’t expect you 
to be angry at this.” Nor had I expected it, 
though he was a hard and angry old man 

* You didn’t expeet!’’ said he; “when did 
you ever expect? When did you calen- 











get through the day in this way until five o’clock, | '#@. of look forward, you contemptible dog ?’ 


© These are hard words, uncle !"" 

‘Hard words! Feathers, to pelt such an 
idivt as you with,” said he * Here! Betsy 
Snap! look at bin!" 

Betsy Suap was a withered, hard-fayored, yel 
tow old woman-—our only domestic—always 
employed, st this cime of the morning, in rab 


y way round to the Clapham Road | “™s my ancle’s legs. As my uncle adjured 


her to look Mt me, be put his Jean grip en the 
crown of her head, she Kneeling beside him, and 
thrned her face toward me. An involuntary 
thought connecting them both with the Dissect 
ing-Room, as it must often have been in the 


surges time, passed across my mind in the 





| midst of my an\iety 


Look at the snivelling milksop!” sid my 
uncle. Look at the baby! This is the gen 
Ueman who, people say, is nobody's enemy but 
his own. This is the gentleman whe can’t say 
no This is the gentleman whe was making 
such large profits im his business that he nwust 
needs take a partner other day. This is the 
geoticman who is going to marry « wile without 
a penny, and who felis inte the hands of Jeza. 
bels who are specalating on my deeth'’ 

I knew, now, how great my uncle's rage was 
for nothing short of his being almost beside 
himself would have indaced him to wlter that 
€ jading word, which he held im stch repug 
nance that it was never spoken or hinted at be 
fore him on any account 

“Oe my death,” he repeated. as if he were 
defying me by defying his own abhorrence of 


| the word, © On my desth—desth_Death 


Bat I'l) spoil the speculation. Eat your last 
under this roof, you feeble wretch, and may it 
choke vou!’ 

You may suppose that | had not much appe 
tite jor the breakfast to whuch | was bidden in 
these terms, but 1 took my accustomed seat. | 


1 saw that I was repudiated henceforth by my bus face glowing with friendship, 


unele; still 1 could net bear that very weil, 
possessing Christiaoa 's beart 

He emptied his basin of bread and milk as 
usual, only that he took it ou his knees, wich | 
his chair tarned away from the table where | 
sat. When be had done, he carefully snuffed 


“Now, Mr. Michael,” said he 
part, I should like to have a word with these la 


before we} 


‘As you will, sir,” I returned ; « but you de 


whee « genticman said to me as he passed vy, | celve yourself, and wrong us, crucily, if you 


| father nor Clare; and if my father will only let |“ Sit, your little sou has dropped his glove.’’| suppose that there is ary feeling ai make in 


l assure you, if you will excuse my remarking | this contract but pare, disinterested, fuhiul | 


on so trivial a circumstance, this secidental / love 


hed my | 


foolish tears into my | 


mention of the child as mine, quite to 
heart and brought the 


eyes 





one other word 





To this be only replied You lie’ aad inal 


He maried at me as he went out, and I never 
saw him again 


It is altogether a mistake (continued the poor 
relation) to suppose that my dear Christiana, 
over-persuaded and influeneed by her mother, 
married a rich man, the dirt from whose car- 
riage wheels is often, in these changed times, 
thrown upon me as she rides by. No,no. She 
married me. 

The way ee came to be married rather poner 
than we intended, was this. I took « frugal 
lodging and was saving and planning for ber 
sake, when, one day, she spoke to me with 
great earnestvess, and said: 

«My dear Michael, | have given you my 
heart. I have said that | loved you, end I have 
pledged myself te be your wife. I am as much 
yours through all changes of good and evil as if 
we hal been married on the day when such 
words passed between us. I know you weil, 
and know that if we should be separated and 
oar union breken eff, )our whole life would be 
shadowel, and all that might, even new, be 
stronger in your character for the confiet with 
the werld would then be weakesed to the she- 
dow of what it is!’’ 

« God help me, Christiana!” said l. «You 
speak the truth.’ 

«« Miehael!’’ said she, putting her hand in 
mine, im all maidenly devotion, + let us keep 
apart no longer. It is but for me to say thet I 
can live contented upoe such means as you 
have, and I well knew you are happy. I say 
«o from my heart. Strive ne more « het 
us strive together. My dear Michael, it is not 
right that I should keep secret from you what 
you do not suspect, but what distresses my 
whole life. My mother; withomt cocsidering 
that what you have lost, you have lost for m«, 
and on the assurance of my faith : sets her heart 
on riches, and urges another suit apes me, to 
my misery. 1 ean not bear this, for to bear it is 
to be untrae to you. | would rather share your 
struggles than look on. I want no better home 
than you can give me. I know that you will 
aspire and labor with « higher courage if I am 
wholly yours, and let it be so when you will!”” 

I was blest indeed, that day, and a sew world 
opened to me. We were married in a very little 
while, and I took my wife to our happy home. 
That was the beginning of the residence | have 
spoken of; the Castle we have ever singe inhe- 
bited together, dates from that time. All our 
children have beer born ia it. Our ret chiid— 
now marned—wase little girl, whem we called 
Christiana. Her son is so like little Prank, that 
| hardly know which is which. 








The current impression as to my partper’s 
dealings with me is also quite erroneous. He 
did not begin to treat me coldly, as « peer sim- 
pleton, whea my uncle and I se tatally quar- 
reled,; nor did he afterward gradually pomess 
himself of our basiness sad edge me out. On 
the contrary, he behaved to me with the utmost 
good faith and honor. 

Matters between us, took this turn :>—On the 
day of my separation from my uncle, and even 
before the arrival at our counting-house of my 
trunks (which he sent after me, ner carriage 
paid,) | went dows to cur reom ef business, on 
our littie wharf, overlooking the river; aod 
there [ told John Spatter what had happened. 
y, im reply, that rich old rela 








timent were moonshine and fiction. He ad 
dreased me thus 

*Michael'’’ said John, “ we were at school 
together, and | generally had the knack of get 
ting on better than you, and making « higher 
repatation.”’ 

* You had, John,” I returned. 

* Although,”’ said Jobn, «1 borrowed your 
books, and lost them; borrowed your pocket- 
money, and vever repaid it; got you to buy my 
damaged knives at « higher price than I hed 
| given for them new; and to own to the windows 
| that I had broken."* 
| © All not worth mentioning, John Spatter,”’ 

sail 1, “ but certainly true.” 

** When you were frst established im this in- 
fant basiness, which promises to thrive so well,”’ 
pursued John, I came to you, im my search 
for almost any employment, and you made me 

your clerk.’’ 

“Stull net worth mentioning, my dear Jobo 

Spatter,"’ said I; « still, equally true.” 

* And finding that I had « good head for 
| business, and that I was really useful te the bu- 
siness, you did not like to retain me in that ca 
| pacity, and thought it an act of justice sees to 
| make me your partuer.’’ 

* Still less worth mentioning than any of those 
other litte circumstances you have recetled, 
Joho Spatter,”’ said I; “for I was, aad am, 
| sensible of your merits and my deficiencies."’ 

Now my good friend,"’ said John, drawing 

my arm through his, as be had hed os habit of 

| doing at school; while two vessels outside the 
wodews of oar counting-house—which were 

ved like the stern w' of a ship— went 
tly down the river with the tide, as John 
aod T might then be sailing away in company, 
and in trust and confidence, on our voyage of 
lift let there, under these friendly cireum 
stances, be a right understanding between us 

You are too easy, Michael. Yon are nobody's 

enemy bet your own. If I were to give you 

that damaging character among our connection, 
with a shrug, aed a shake of the head, and « 
sigh; and if | were further to abuse the trust 
| you place in me’ 
| * But you never will abuse i at all, Jona,’ I 
| obeerved 

“ Never!’ said he, “ but | am putting « case 

I say, and if | were further to abuse thar 
trust, by keeping this piece of our common 
affairs in the dark, and this other piece in the 
light, and again this other piece in the twilight, 
and so om, I should strengthen my strength, and 
| weaken your weakness, day by day, until at last 
| I tound myself on the high road to fortune, and 
| you left behind on some bare common, a hope 
less number of miles out of the way 

* Exactly so,’ sid I 
| To prevent this, Michael,” said Joke Spat- 
| ter, “or the remotest chance of this, there 
| must be perfect openness between us. Nothing 
| must be concealed, and we must have but one 
intercoat 

My dear John Spatter,” 1 asured him, 
* that is precisely what | mean 

* And whea you are tuo eas 
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" parsaed Joba, 
you mast al 
low me to prevent that imperfection in your ae 
ture from Lemg takea advantage of, by aay ome, 
you must not expect me to bumer it 
Joba Spatter,”” 1 i " 
“I dom’s expect you to humor it, I want to 
ct it 
And 1, tox sant Jobs 
Exactly » '" orted I * We both hawe the 
sume cod in view; and, honorably sooking |, 
aud (ally Wasting ome another, and heaving but 
uierest, ours will be + prosperces apd 
happy partnership 
i em sure of it," retureed Johe Spatter 
And we shook hands most afvotomately, 
I took John home te my Castle, and we bad 
a very bappy day. Our parteership throve wei! 
My triend and partner supplied what | wanted, 










| as I had forescem that he would aod by unpro 
We weat, through hali-thawed snow and half. } ving both the business and my 





if, amply ac 


When little Frank is sent to school in the | f#en raim, to the house where CPriatiana aod) Enowledged any little rise ia lite to whiok | had 


| worked so miraculously in our bebalf, will not |e untry, I shall be very much at a lose what to| Mer mother lived 


They were sitting af ther Dreaktast and | 


My uncle koew them Very | hotped him 


jo with myself, but I have the intention o | ¥*'! 
walking down there once a month aud seeing | were surprised to sec us at thet hour, | 
him on @ half holiday. [am tok be wil! then | Your servant, ma’am,"’ seid my umele, to 
be at play upon the Meath; sed if my visits| the mother. * You divise the purpose of my 


j and shall succeed. But come! this is no longer | should be objected to, as unsettling the ebild, I | visit, { dare say, ma’am. I undersiand there is | 
| cam see him from « distance without his seeing | a world of pure disinterested, faithful love | 
* perhaps | me, andwalk back again. His mother comes of | cooped up bere. Lam to happy to brimg it all | 


| 


there may be weapons here.’ | @ highly genteel family, and rather disapproves, | it wants, to make it complete. I bring you your 


| am aware, of our being too much together. || soo-in-law, ma’am—end you, your hushand 
know that I am vot calculated to improve msl haan The gentleman is « perfect stranger to 
retiring disposition ; bot | think he would miss’ me, bat | wish him joy of bis wise bargain.” 





Lam not (maid the peor relation, looking at 
the tire, as he slowly rubbed bis hands,) aot 
very rch, for | never cared to be that; bur | 
have enough, ead em sbove eff moderate 
wants and anxietios. Wy Castle is note spies 
did place, bet it is very comfprtable, and it 
has a warm and cheerfal sir, ead is quite 4 pie- 
ture of Home 

Our eliest girl, whe is very like ber mother 
married Joba Spetter’s eldest wa. Our tee 


eee 














ire faa 
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